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Summary

The project aims to identify indicators, select tools and recommend policies to promote an environmentally
sustainable economy in the Mediterranean region, called "Blue Economy" as per the Paris Declaration of the
Barcelona convention (http://shar.es/AwHub).

First, with the support of an international multi-stakeholders advisory board, it will propose a concrete definition
of the "Blue Economy", defined as an environmentally sustainable economy in the Mediterranean that values
and protects the natural ecosystem health. It will analyze gaps and synergies with other comparable sustainable
development strategies at global level (such as green economy, green growth, resource efficiency, circular
economy...) and at Mediterranean level (such as the MSSD, the Mediterranean SCP Action Plan, the Ecosystem
Approach, the ICZM protocol...).

Secondly it will undertake a critical review of the existing indicators, processes and tools aiming to on one hand
to link natural environment and economic development such as ecological footprint, ecosystem services, natural
capital, among others and on the other hand achieve the Blue Economy vision at operational level through
programs of measures such as policies, best practices... It will identify which one might be more relevant for
the Mediterranean region to propose a set of indicators for the support of a "Blue Economy" implementation.
The existing works related to green economy and/or green growth indicators such as "Moving Towards a
Common Approach on Green Growth Indicators" (Green Growth Knowledge Platform-GGKP) will be
especially considered.

Thirdly, the core set of indicators will be simplified and modelized to allow a dashboard visualization of the
environmental, social and economic trends regarding the “Blue Economy"”. This Mediterranean sustainability
Dashboard will be further developed as web based interactive simulation tool and available on-line. A set of
national and regional policies will be recommended to promote a sustainable "Blue Economy" vision in the
Mediterranean.

During the period of the project:

1 An exhibition and several workshops will be organised for supporting the implementation of the "Blue
economy". They will be based on some promising eco and social innovation cases (stories of
entrepreneurs, change makers, policy initiatives)

1 Several conferences and events will be organized within regional/national forums (such as European
Roundtable on Sustainable Production and Consumption, Mediterranean Economic week) to include
feedbacks from key stakeholders (NGOs, business sector, local and national authorities, 1GOs...).
Additionally, a simplified version of the indicators, tools and policies will be prepared to create a basic
web based simulation application where users (policy makers, decision makers, researchers, CSOs,
students..) can play with the past, current and future trends to see the impacts on their decision on
the economic and environmental development of the region.

Finally the final outcomes (recommended range of indicators, innovations, tools and policies for a Blue
Economy) will be included in strategic documents of Mediterranean governance processes through multilateral
negotiations (such as MSSD review working groups, Mediterranean SCP Action plan consultation process, and
MCSD meetings) in order to be approved and recommended as a positive contribution for the sustainable
development of the region.
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1 Context

Due mainly to lack of awareness and institutional support, most of the policy designers and decision makers still
don't take into account the link between healthy environment and sound economy. As a result, public policies
aims generally to increase short term economic production (i.e. GDP), balance fiscal policies (i.e. public debt) or
improve social well-being (i.e housing and infrastructures construction) without considering all the
environmental externalities (such as resource depletion or biodiversity endangerment) that will reduce the long
term sustainability of such economic development.

As a response to this critical gap, new environmental economic indicators are being developed by several
international research projects. However most of the time those indicators and related tools and strategies
have been developed on a global scale, without taking into account the regional or national specificities of the
countries, particularly relevant for environmental hot spot such as the Mediterranean. A key contribution of this
project will be to identify which environmental economic indicators are relevant for the Mediterranean region.
The project's aim is also to recommend a set of tools and policies that promote the environmentally
sustainable development of the Mediterranean and find synergies with already existing frameworks of action
that work in promoting the shift to sustainable development in the Mediterranean region.

In the framework of the Barcelona Convention, several governance processes are being developed to address
measures and objectives to promote the shift to sustainable development in the Mediterranean countries,
namely ICZM Protocol, the Ecosystem Approach, the MSSD and the Mediterranean SCP Action Plan. These
governance processes are requested by the contracting countries to the UNEP/MAP secretariat and
implemented by the Regional Activity Centers (RACs), among them Plan Bleu, SCP/RAC and PAP/RAC.

The Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) is a framework strategy, which purpose
is to adapt international commitments to the Mediterranean regional conditions, in order to guide sustainable
development strategies, and initiate dynamic partnerships between countries. This strategy was adopted by the
Barcelona convention in 2005 and is currently in a revision process to be concluded in 2015. This process will
allow to better adapt the strategy to the current situation of the Mediterranean, and specifically to address MAP
priority fields of action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will be also taken into account and
adapted to the Mediterranean specificities.

The Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Protocol, entered into force in 2011, has as main
objective to facilitate through the sound planning of activities, the sustainable development of coastal zones by
ensuring that the environment and the landscapes are taken into account in harmony with economic, social and
cultural development. To this end, this protocol works as a cross sectorial approach, at local but also at national
level, to ensure the sustainable development of coastal areas.

The Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) was officially adopted in 2008. It is to become the key implementation
strategy of all UNEP/MAP activities in the Mediterranean. In order to shift to this new framework, UNEP/MAP
has developed a seven-step roadmap, through which the Parties have agreed on a vision for the Mediterranean,
a set of ecological and operational objective to reach this vision, and the subsequent indicators and targets. The
adoption of targets is at its last stages, and will be followed in the next two years (2014-2015) by the setting of
an integrated monitoring program and of a program of measures to adapt human activities to comply with the
ecological objectives set by the process.
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The Mediterranean SCP Action Plan is to become an action framework addressing the Mediterranean
region's common priorities for sustainable development, including pollution reduction through SCP actions and
tools to effectively implement the Parties' obligations under the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols. This
Action Plan is currently undertaking a consultation process to be adopted by the Contracting Parties to the
Barcelona Convention in 2015.

These four frameworks work in parallel through different approaches and scales, but their common objective is
to achieve sustainable development in the Mediterranean. To this end, a clear and common definition of the
concept of Green Economy applied to the Mediterranean, called here the Blue Economy, and the operational
tools that can be used to achieve this concept (policies, measures, best practices...) would contribute to the
convergence of the mentioned official processes that are reaching a turning point in the next biennium.

2 Aim

This 18 months project mainly funded by the MAVA foundation aims to “identify indicators, select tools and
recommend policies to promote the "blue economy", defined as a sustainable economy in the Mediterranean
valuing and protecting healthy environmental ecosystems”

3 Main objectives

The Blue economy project main objectives are:

I.  to define a vision and definition of the sustainable economy in the Mediterranean region based on
healthy environmental eco-systems that is shared and acknowledged by all relevant Mediterranean
stakeholders;

2. tointegrate the tools and measures defined by that blue economy vision within four main on-going
regional processes contributing to the identification of measures and objectives for sustainable
development in the Mediterranean: MSSD review, ECAP, Mediterranean SCP Action Plan and ICZM
Protocol.

In order to achieve these objectives, a crucial point is to involve regional stakeholders in the project to
mainstream the concept of Blue economy. To this end, a steering committee, involving Plan Bleu, SCP/RAC and
PAP/RAC, in their quality of regional activity centers to the Barcelona convention, working on themes related
to Blue Economy, will give the strategic directions throughout the project.

Operational objectives are:

3. Plan Bleu, SCP/RAC, PAP/RAC involved in the drafting of the vision and definition with the support of
a “strategic” advisory board

4. Plan Bleu, SCP/RAC, PAP/RAC mainstream blue economy's identified tools and measures in the
corresponding governance processes lead by each of them Likewise, the project proposes to ensure
the establishment of bridges linking those mentioned governance process under the Blue Economy
umbrella.
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4 Partners and components

The project will be implemented by 3 Mediterranean Action Plan / Regional Activity Centres (Sustainable
Consumption and Production Regional Activity Centre - SCP/RAC, Priority Actions Programme Regional
Activity Centre - PAP/RAC and Plan Bleu) with the participation of the major stakeholders gathered in an
Advisory board.

The 3 components will be implemented by the 3 Regional Activity Centres:

I. Define and monitor the environmentally sustainable economy: Plan Bleu
2. Support the implementation of an environmentally sustainable economy: SCP/RAC

3. Promote and mainstream an environmentally sustainable economy: PAP/RAC

5 Objectives and activities

51 OBJECTIVE 1. DEFINE AND MONITOR THE ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMY

The first objective is to define clearly and benchmark the blue economy approach in the Mediterranean
context.

51.1 Result1.1: Creation and dynamization of the “strategic” advisory board and
institutional partnerships.

The multi-stakeholders and international expert group will supervise the quality of the project outcomes. The
Advisory Board should include some MCSD members (3 maximum).

1 Activity 1.1.1: Stakeholder mapping:

This mapping will identify the main organizations and experts relevant for the project in the region: NGOs,
research centers, IGOs, CSOs, public institutions. A maximum of ten persons will be selected and invited to be
active members of the advisory board. Relevant parallel processes should be invited to participate to the
advisory board in other to identify synergies between sustainable development processes in the Mediterranean
(MSSD, Mediterranean SCP Action Plan, EcAp, ICZM...).

9 Activity 1.1.2: Meetingsf advisory board and institutional partners:
The advisory board will meet once the first year, and twice the second year to validate the intermediary

outcomes of the project. The first meeting of the advisory board will specially work on a definition of Blue
Economy for the Mediterranean region.
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51.2 Result1.2: Study on the development of an environmentally sustainable
economy in the Mediterranean:

This study will define on one hand the concept of Blue economy applied to the Mediterranean region and
review on the other hand existing indicators/tools/policies/processes that can support/achieve the Blue
Economy vision in the region.

9 Activity 1.2.1: Scoping study.

This preliminary study will define the scope, rationales, and expected outcomes of the full study. It will be
discussed and approved by the advisory board. A first definition of the Blue economy concept for the
Mediterranean will be proposed to be examined by the first meeting of the advisory board.

1 Activity 1.2.2: Full study.
This comprehensive study will undertake:

I. A concrete definition of the "Blue Economy" in the Mediterranean with the support of an
international multi-stakeholders advisory board;

2. A critical review of the existing indicators and tools utilised in the "Blue Economy" policies and
strategies aiming to propose a core set of the more relevant indicators for the support of a "Blue
Economy" strategy for the Mediterranean region;

3. An analysis of the trends of this core set of "blue economy" indicators aiming to provide a global
picture of the “Blue economy” in the Mediterranean region.

As a conclusion of the study, a set of national and regional policies will be recommended to promote a
sustainable "Blue Economy" strategy in the Mediterranean. Specific attention will be given to the research of
synergies with other relevant development, cooperation, research processes in the region, and how the Blue
Economy concept can be taken into account in them. This study will be undertaken by qualified experts to be
chosen by the project steering committee.

9 Activity 1.2.3: Modelization of a Mediterranean Sustainability Dashboard.

The core set of indicators will be simplified and modelized to allow a dashboard visualization of the
environmental, social and economic trends regarding the “Blue Economy”. The Dashboard will be further
developed as web based interactive simulation tool and available on-line.

5.2  OBJECTIVE 2. SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTALLY
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

The second objective is to inspire the stakeholders on promising cases, create connections and synergies and
facilitate an exchange on challenges and opportunities for scaling them up. The focus will be on priority sectors
including food, tourism, housing and construction, fashion and textiles as well as waste management. The
SwitchMed Connect (www.switchmed.eu) planned to gather Mediterranean stakeholders working in the field of


http://www.switchmed.eu/

